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Fall 2013: Going Graphic
Deadline: July 15, 2013
In its relatively short lifespan, the graphic novel 
has earned both critical and popular acclaim, 
addressed a range of  serious subjects, found 
expression in a variety of  genres and subgenres, 
and developed its own visual grammar and nar-
rative conventions. This issue will focus on how 
and why English language arts educators at all 
levels are integrating graphic novels and other 
comics into their curricula.  Authors may wish to 
consider the following questions: 
• What literacy practices do graphic novels 
and other comics encourage? 
• How can graphic novels complement 
existing reading, writing, and literature 
curricula?  
• What are the most meaningful graphic 
novels for use in elementary, secondary, 
and college-level instruction?  
• What concepts from literature and literary 
theory are helpful in reading and inter-
preting the graphic novel? 
• How can students produce their own 
graphic creations, and what are the ben-
efits of  doing so? 
Authors are encouraged to include panels in 
from discussed works within manuscripts.  
Please submit manuscripts through Scholar-
works.
Spring 2014: Location, Location, Location
Deadline: March 15, 2014
A simple premise underlies much of  national 
educational reform and policy: learning is the 
same in all places.  This assumption, codified 
by the Common Core Standards and largely ac-
cepted by state education departments, suggests 
that effective teaching can be transplanted from 
location to location, with little regard for condi-
tions on the ground.  What works in Flint, the 
argument goes, should also work in Marquette. 
This issue seeks to challenge this assumption by 
providing rich descriptions of  localized teaching, 
adapted to suit actual learners in real places.  Au-
thors may consider the following questions: 
• How does the location in which you teach 
shape your literature,  literacy, or writing 
instruction?  
• How do you adapt the Common Core 
Standards to meet your local context?
• What are the chief  needs of  your particu-
lar teaching environment, and how has 
educational reform policy met or failed to 
meet these needs?
• Are descriptors such as rural, suburban, 
and urban adequate for categorizing our 
schools? 
• What challenges do teachers face in par-
ticular locations ? 
Authors are encouraged to focus on Michigan, 
but articles discussing the diverse teaching con-
texts in other states are also welcome.  Please 
submit manuscripts through Scholarworks. 
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